 GSOTA Overview
 
Hope you enjoyed the recent ATEC Meeting Place Event in Perth!
 
Just thought I would touch base with a summary of my Eco-Tourism Products.
 
Please note 
ü  My business is Great Southern Outback Tours and Accommodation https://www.greatsouthernoutback.com.au/
ü  My most recent EDM (November 2025) link ishttps://mailchi.mp/750d33a6df64/httpsmailchimpexperience-explore-and-discover-18251814?e=[UNIQID] circulated to over 1650 recipients with international and interstate tourism agencies comprising 65.6% of the recipients with a total open rate of 45%
ü  I have attached the most recent Rate Sheet (may need updating in some areas), theQuality Tourism Accreditation, the Strive 4 Sustainability Scorecard and Certificate along with the Commercial Operators Licence
ü  Eco-Tours are group tours with between 15 to 20 passengers essentially suited to adults and people who are reasonably active
ü  Prices are all inclusive for my Eco-Tours (McLeod Tours have additional charges) and I can customise the eco-tours to some degree to suit clients
ü  My market is interstate and international visitation for my Eco-Tours and not intrastate 
ü  I am based in the South West region of Western Australia and I also collaborate with McLeod Tours (for some tours) for an additional 3 days in the Margaret River region to provide guests with a value add to their trip to WA 
ü  Bit more About Us on this link https://www.greatsouthernoutback.com.au/about-us
 
Key Features of my Eco-tours include:
Ø  Major Regional Events - Ravensthorpe Wildflower show, Taste Great Southern (wine and food), Great Southern Treasures Bloom Festival and Harmony Day in multicultural Katanning
Ø  Art Trails - Form Public Silo Art Trail, Murals, Tin Horse and Horsepower “Highway Trails”
Ø  Gold Rush - Broomehill and the “Holland Track,” Gold/Nickel mining history, ghost towns and Lake Ballard Artworks
Ø  Landscapes - Wave Rock, The Humps, Wheatbelt, Great Western Woodlands, Lake Lefroy and Lake Cowan 
Ø  Geological – Gondwana Super Continent, Yilgarn Craton and geological formations
Ø  First Nations - Indigenous stories and culture, Mulka’s Cave and its indigenous legend culture, Kodja Place with billy tea, damper
Ø  Multi-culture - Islamic culture and the Mosque and other ethnic groups in Katanning
Ø  Wineries and Food - Margaret River wine region, Walkers Hill Vineyard in the Wheatbelt, Mt Barker and the Porongurup Range and the Swan Valley
Ø  National Parks – Stirling and Porongurup Ranges, Fitzgerald River National Park and Cape Le Grande
Ø  History - Historic Whaling Station and WW1 history with the National Anzac Centre
Ø  Marine – Experiencing marine wildlife such as Humpback and Killer Whales ie Orcas
Ø  Wellness Tourism – offering Pilates and Meditation if required
Ø  Tours are boutique, off the beaten track and nature based with flora and fauna as well
 
I thought I would also add these additional comments:
a)     Memberships currently include Tourism Council WA, Destination Perth and ATEC – previously a member of Australia’s Golden Outback (AGO), Australia’s South West (ASW) and Margaret River – Busselton Tourism Association 
b)      I currently hold these Accreditations:
Ø  Sustainable Tourism Accreditation (Tourism Council WA)
Ø  Strive 4 Sustainability Scorecard Certificate (Eco Tourism Australia)
Ø  Quality Tourism Accreditation (Tourism Council WA)
Ø  Tourism Boost Program (Tourism Council WA)
Ø  TCWA Accessible Tourism Program 
Ø  TCWA Tourism Emissions Reduction Program (TERC)
Ø  Commercial Operators Licence (DBCA) 
c)      In addition to the above I support and have imbedded Agritourism, Wellness Tourismalong with Sustainable Tourism into my tourism products and as a registered B&B with the City of Albany 
d)      I also attended recent trade ready events in WA in 2024 such as ATEC Explore WA 2024event in the Swan Valley and G’Day Australia 2024 event at the Convention Centre arranged by Tourism Australia and Tourism WA 
 
Finally I have developed the following Eco-Tour to commemorate the 2026 City of Albany Bi-Centennial next year in conjunction with https://www.form.net.au/lighting-the-sound in March 2026
 
Special Eco-Tour to commemorate the Bicentennial Anniversary of the City of Albany Lighting the Sound Eco-Tour of Southern Western Australia - Éclairage de la Son - Éco-Tour du Sud-Ouest de l'Australie   https://www.greatsouthernoutback.com.au/lighting-the-sound-ecotour-of-southern-western-australia
 
If you have any questions then please let me know 
 
Best regards
 
Wayne Monks         
Owner/Operator           
Great Southern Outback Tours and Accommodation
T: +61 499 113 193
E: wmonks@westnet.com.au
 

